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The seventh meeting of the Tillamook Bay Clam Advisory Committee (TBCAC) commenced on November 
3, 2021, 3-5pm via Microsoft Teams. All materials from this meeting can be viewed and downloaded at:  
https://www.dfw.state.or.us/mrp/tbcac 
 
 
Meeting Attendees 
Commercial Representatives     ODFW Staff 
Craig Andes     Steve Rumrill   
Shane Riley     Liz Perotti 
Brett Senff - absent     Tony D’Andrea 
       
Conservation Representatives     Oregon State Police  
Kristi Foster (Chair)     Ryan Howell   
Clair Thomas     Greg Plummer     
            
   
Sport Representatives     Other Attendees    
Brent Collier     Josh Mulhollem - OSMB 
Steve Williams (Vice Chair)     Unknown attendee 
Barbara Trout      
 
 
Welcome, Goals and Agenda (3:00 – 3:05) 
Chair Foster called the meeting to order and welcomed the committee members as well as OSP and other 
attendees.  Chair Foster provided a brief introduction on today’s agenda and reiterated that the main 
purpose of this meeting was to determine how to proceed with the preparation of the report to the 
legislature. 
 
 
 
Oregon State Marine Board Presentation by Josh Mulhollen and Follow up 
Discussion – (3:05 – 3:45) 
Steve Rumrill provided the background of the issue concerning the safety of divers in the Ghost Hole 
area, the actions that have been take so far, and introduced Josh Mulhollen (OSMB Policy and 
Environment Manager).  Josh gave an overview of the process involved in implementing new boating 
rules.  Rule proposals can arise from: 1) individual or stakeholder group requests, 2) OSMB internal 
identification of need, or 3) request from a partnering agency like ODFW. He suggested that if ODFW 
formally proposed a rule change like a mandatory 200 foot buffer zone from diver down flags, OSMB 
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would likely seriously consider it.  The process generally takes 3 – 6 months, and requires opportunity for 
public input..  Since this is an issue involving two specific user groups of ODFW, OSMB would rely heavily 
on input from ODFW and TBCAC.  Vice Chair Williams suggested that TBCAC prepare a formal 
recommendation that ODFW should submit a request to OSMB. The details will have to be worked out 
soon. 
 
Steve Rumrill provided a review of the actions taken by ODFW towards a temp rule restricting clam 
harvest in the Ghost Hole area during October and November and reopening gaper harvest.  ODFW 
leadership decided against the temporary rule based upon timing constraints and other considerations. 
However, leadership will consider a future permanent rule for consideration. TBCAC members reiterated 
that if the divers were not allowed in a certain area, they should be provided some additional opportunity. 
 
Chair Foster asked the divers if they had noticed any difference in boating behavior since the placement 
of the signs and the issuance of the news release.  Several members noted that they heard the news 
release on the radio. Both Craig Andes and Shane Riley said that they had not noticed any significant 
changes.  They still saw boats coming closer than necessary to dive flags. Commercial members reiterated 
that splitting the day and having divers operate only in the afternoons would be the best solution. 
 
Interim TBCAC Recommendation Report (3:45 – 4:50) 
Chair Foster stressed the deadlines that the committee faces and encouraged members to work in 
subgroups to prepare parts of the recommendations document.  Steve Rumrill reported that ODFW staff 
worked with legislators and a OFWC member to grant TBCAC another year to prepare the final report.  
This still does not remove the obligation for ODFW to provide an interim report to the legislature by the 
end of 2022 (likely Nov).  The committee discussed many different possible self-imposed deadlines for 
both the interim and the final reports.  When asked about SEACOR timelines and how would commercial 
clammers be included in those surveys, Tony D’Andrea (ODFW SEACOR) confirmed that commercial 
clammers would be consulted when new survey areas are delineated.  Other anecdotal information or 
fishery dependent clam biodata could also be utilized, but there is not a formal plan for collecting that 
data.   
 
Discussion continued about which specific tasks need to be “completed” for the interim report. 
Additionally, the Committee reviewed which issues are mandated by SB1025 and which require updated 
SEACOR data for recommendations. Members revisited the importance of surveying Tillamook Bay over 
other bays due to the level of both commercial and recreational clam harvest.  
 
Chair Foster suggested forming subcommittees to move certain tasks forward.  Possibly 2 or 3 people 
getting together to start preparing the text for specific wording of recommendations like rule language 
addressing the Ghost Hole issue or specific guidance related to SEACOR surveys.  TBCAC discussed the 
pros and cons of this approach.  Steve Williams, Brent Collier, and Craig Andes volunteered to work as a 
subgroup to develop specific language and recommendations to address the Ghost Hole issues. The 
subcommittee requested the temporary rule language presented to ODFW leadership as well as the 
reasons presented here for its rejection. ODFW will provide this information. 
 
Drafting the Interim TBCAC Report, Setting Timeline (4:50 – 5:00) 
 
The scope, format, and length of the report was discussed.  It was suggested that the Shellfish Taskforce 
Report could be studied and possibly used as a template.  Steve Rumrill stated that an interim report 
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would not have to have specific rule wording and final guidance included, rather it could be a summary of 
the process made to date and include the recommendations as they stand at the time.  Liz Perotti (ODFW) 
reminded the committee that much of the background information already exists in backgrounders and 
other documents that have been prepared.   
 
TBCAC decided to try and schedule the next meeting in December and have more frequent meetings.  
Steve Rumrill thanked the committee members and Josh Mulhollen specifically.  Chair Foster also thanked 
the committee for their time and work and adjourned the meeting. 
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